How to learn songs and solos by ear
Nick Grondin
1) Listen to your song-listening for:
a. Structure- what are the different parts in the song, for example a typical rock/pop tune might have intro, verse, chorus, interlude, solo parts.

b. What are the different instruments?  How many guitars are playing at the same time and what are they playing? Chords? Riffs? Melodies? How do they fit together?

2) Learn the chords

a. What key(s) is it in?

i. Sing the “home note,” or play until your find the right one

b. What are the diatonic chords in that key?

c. Do you hear common patterns and cadence patterns?
i. For example: IV – V – I; II-7 – V7 – Imaj7; I – vi – ii – V

3) Write out a lead sheet with the whole chord structure. Ex: (Intro, Chorus, Verse) (AABA)

4) Learn the solo!

a.
Listen to the whole solo


i. How is the soloist approaching the solo?  What scales is the soloist using?  Blues/ Pentatonics/ Major scale/ Modes, free?
b. 
Sing the solo!

i. Take it, phrase by phrase (like 5 sec or so), rewind it until you KNOW the rhythms and contour.
c.
Play the solo, phrase by phrase (slow it down if you can)


i. If the soloist is playing the chords, what scales would the soloist be using?


ii. Listen to what register, string set on the guitar the soloist is using. 


iii. Try to find the easiest and most likely fingering.  Is it part of a scale/shape that you know?  If not, maybe you should learn it.

4) Play the whole solo.

a. Write it out (so you don’t forget!) – in notes, tab, this makes you very conscious of the rhythms.  Notes is therefore better.  Both, would be a great idea.  Write the chords (or substitutions…) on top of each measure. 

b. Analyze the solo, in terms of scale degrees over chords.

c. Transpose the solo to another key.  Like up a forth etc.

d. Extract the licks or phrases you like the best: for example, any II – V patterns, or over a specific mode. 

e. Take the lick, and play it in all 12 keys, and at several tempos.

f. Or take the rhythmic motives you like, and create your own solo based off of them.
